Jamie Tehrani -'Putting the "folk" into folk traditions'
Folk traditions are, almost by definition, products of descent with modification. "Folk" legends, weaving styles, songs, etc. are so-called because they have been handed down from one generation to another since before living memory. However, they are not immutable fossils of the past. On the contrary, because "folk culture" belongs to everyone and no one, it is always open to reinterpretation and experimentation. Most new variants soon go extinct, but some catch on and become incorporated into tradition. I will argue that these characteristics make folk traditions a potentially rich field for phylogenetics and stemmatology. At the same time, there are important differences in the transmission of folk and textual traditions. For example, traditional textiles, folktales, etc. are rarely copied from a single model, but are compiled from many sources. Communality is an irreducible feature of folk culture. I will discuss the implications this has for how we approach, code and analyse folk tradition data, using examples from my own work and that of other anthropologists.   

