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Each source in a music tradition is a snapshot not only of the the transmission history of the musical text, but also of the performance possibilities associated with the text. 
Performance of the material not only realises variants present in the texts, but can also trigger further variation which may then be incorporated into the manuscript tradition. 

In this paper we will look briefly at our electronic publication1 of the Keyboard Works of Albertus Bryne which provides a new edition of the music in book form whilst giving access to the performance implications of each of the sources. The issues raised during the preparation of this publication and our experiences with the phylogenetic analysis of textual traditions have led us directly to our current work on the development of a new interdisciplinary project.
This project will involve the application of phylogenetic methods to musical traditions in the context of a study of the transmission of variants and its implications for historically informed performance. 

We  describe the range of musical traditions to be investigated and then focus on our preliminary work on the encoding of variants in 17thC keyboard music.
1 Charlston, Terence & Windram, Heather (2008) Albertus Bryne, Keyboard Music for Harpsichord and Organ. Oslo: Norse Musikforlag
